PĀHEKOHEKOTANGA
ME TE AWENGA
ENGAGEMENT AND INFLUENCE
The role of mana whenua in the Christchurch central rebuild
Ngāi Tahu is a statutory partner with CERA the Canterbury Earthquake Recovery
Authority, which was formed by the Government to coordinate the rebuild of
Christchurch, following the 2011 earthquake.
Christchurch holds special cultural and historical significance to Ngāi Tahu.
Prior to European settlement, Ngāi Tahu maintained numerous permanent and
temporary kāinga and pā, or habitation sites within the greater Christchurch area.
However the Māori heritage and history of Christchurch was nearly invisible and
went largely unrecognised, with settler culture and values dominating the city
landscape.
The rebuild of the city presents a huge opportunity to reinforce and re-establish
historic and contemporary connections with the land, waterways and taonga to
reflect a more representative, shared history of Māori and settler culture.

Kia atawhai ki te iwi, Care for the people (Pita Te Hori, Upoko – Ngāi Tūāhuriri Rūnanga, 1861).
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Whakaoratia Ōtautahi Ngāi Tahu, was an early key
document describing Ngāi Tahu aspirations for the
Christchurch’s recovery and rebuild. It outlined guiding
principles and objectives for the rebuild of the city which
included actively celebrating, protecting and enhancing
values significant to Ngāi Tahu, both historic and
contemporary, as part of the city rebuild.
In May 2014, a formal partnership agreement was signed
between Ngāi Tūāhuriri and CERA to continue working
collaboratively on rebuilding Christchurch’s CBD.
This signatory and the establishment of Matapopore
Charitable Trust (the Ngāi Tūāhuriri earthquake recovery
organisation) represented the next phase of participation
- the rebuild of the city.
Matapopore is the mana whenua voice in the city’s
recovery and is responsible for ensuring that Ngāi
Tūāhuriri/Ngāi Tahu values, aspirations and narratives
are realised within the central area of Christchurch. As
a statutory partner to the Crown under the Canterbury
Earthquake Recovery Act 2011, Ngāi Tahu continues to
support the recovery and rebuild of the region following
the series of devastating earthquakes that began in
September, 2010.
Matapopore is an organisation of Te Ngāi Tūāhuriri and
is mandated to work with the government and others to
provide cultural advice on the 17 anchor projects making
up the Christchurch Central City Recovery Plan, 2012.
Matapopore has brought together teams of Ngāi Tahu
experts in natural heritage, mahinga kai, te reo Māori,
design, art and mātauranga Māori to work alongside
CERA design teams working on the anchor projects.
The Matapopore design teams provide advice and
interpretation on Ngāi Tūāhuriri/Ngāi Tahu historical
narratives, and key kaupapa and values such as:
•

whakapapa– Ngāi Tūāhuriri identity and connection
to place

•

mahinga kai – knowledge and values associated with
customary food gathering places and practice

•

manaakitanga – the extension of charity, hospitality,
reciprocity and respect to others

•

mana motuhake – the ability to act with
independence and autonomy

•

and ture wairua– the ability to exercise faith and
spirituality so that our culture is appropriately
represented in the anchor projects.

Achievements to date include:
•

The Ngāi Tūāhuriri/Ngāi Tahu Grand Narratives,
written by Dr Te Maire Tau and others to provide
project teams with our histories and values
associated with the area to inform the design of the
anchor projects

•

Matapopore Urban Design Guidelines have also
been developed to show how our values, traditions,
concepts and narratives can be incorporated within
a contemporary urban environment.

Underpinning all the work Matapopore is engaged in
is the statement: Kia atawhai ki te iwi, Care for the
people (Pita Te Hori, Ūpoko – Ngāi Tūāhuriri Rūnanga,
1861). Manaakitanga is a value which informs the way
spaces function. It doesn’t leave a visible mark, but it will
leave a sense that the spaces feel safer, more welcoming
and inclusive. It will be more family orientated, with
more opportunities for large whānau groups to picnic,
to gather, eat together and be together, and to engage
with and access the river. More public environments will
provide for the act of manaaki and will be more accessible
for kaumātua, the young and people with disabilities.
Matapopore is breaking new ground as a first for
indigenous cultures to influence the design of a city and
to ensure traditional values are woven into its urban
environment.
It is a priority for Matapopore to keep rūnanga informed
on the progress and provide evidence of where and
how our Ngāi Tūāhuriri values and aspirations are being
embedded into our central city.
In coming months we will release a series of newsletters
for rūnanga featuring a particular anchor project
or precinct. Each newsletter will summarise how
Matapopore has been involved, the particular traditions
and narratives underpinning the kaupapa, key whānau
involved in the process and where possible, photos and
visuals.
These newsletters will be a way of ‘reporting back’ to the
rūnanga, so the next time you visit central Christchurch
you will do so prepared and ready to recognise what Ngāi
Tūāhuriri looks like in our new central city.

